June 22, 2020

	The Chehalis city council met in regular session on Monday, June 22, 2020, in the Chehalis city hall.  Mayor Dennis Dawes (present in the council chambers) called the meeting to order at 5:05pm with the following council members present via Zoom:  Jerry Lord, Daryl Lund, Dr. Isaac Pope; Bob Spahr; and Chad Taylor.  Councilor Tony Ketchum was absent (excused).  Staff present in the council chambers included: Jill Anderson, City Manager; Ken Cardinale, Fire Chief; Caryn Foley, City Clerk; Erin Hillier, City Attorney; Trent Lougheed, Public Works Director; and Brandon Rakes, Airport Operations Coordinator.  Due to orders from the Governor’s office relating to COVID-19, members of the public and the press were restricted from the meeting room but were able to view the meeting via live streaming and were provided a process for submitting comments prior to the meeting.

	1. Public Hearing – 2021-2026 Six-Year Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).  Mayor Dawes recessed the regular meeting and opened the public hearing at 5:06 pm.

	Trent Lougheed stated the purpose of the public hearing was to comply with the annual requirement of the Washington State Department of Transportation to approve the six-year TIP and to provide the public an opportunity to provide input.  In order for a project to be eligible for grant funding, the project must be listed on the adopted six-year TIP.  Once a project receives funding, it is added to the state TIP and the city may move forward with construction and design of the project.  He stated the proposed TIP was included in the agenda.

	Caryn Foley stated no public comments were received prior to the meeting.

	Mayor Dawes stated that due to the fact that the council was not able to have a normal meeting, the TIP could be posted on the city’s website and if anyone wanted to comment they could contact the Public Works Department.  He stated the TIP could be brought back to the council at any time.  Trent Lougheed stated the TIP could be modified at any time, but it had to be adopted by July 1 each year.

	Mayor Dawes closed the public hearing and reopened the regular meeting at 5:10 pm.

	2. Recognition of Fire Captain Casey Beck.  Mayor Dawes presented a plaque to Fire Captain Casey Beck upon his retirement after 33+ years of service to the city.

	3. Recognition of Fire Chief Ken Cardinale.  Mayor Dawes presented a plaque and read a proclamation in recognition of Chief Cardinale’s five years of service to the city.  Chief Cardinale introduced Ted Hendershot as the city’s Interim Fire Chief until a permanent chief is found.

	4. Consent Calendar.  Councilor Spahr moved to approve the consent calendar comprised of the following:

a. Minutes of the regular city council meeting of June 8, 2020; and

b. June 15, 2020 Claim Vouchers No. 129227 – 129356 and Electronic Funds Transfer Nos. 520201, 520202 and 520203 in the amount of $362,923.69.

	The motion was seconded by Councilor Taylor and carried unanimously.

	5. Resolution No. 8-2020, First and Final Reading – Adopting the 2021-2026 Six-Year Transportation Improvement Program.  Trent Lougheed stated this was an annual requirement from the Washington State Department of Transportation to get projects funded.  He noted that just because a project was included on the list did not guarantee funding, but allowed the city to apply for funding.  Additionally, the TIP could be amended at any time.

Councilor Taylor moved to adopt Resolution No. 8-2020 on first and final reading.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Pope and carried unanimously.

6. Regional 911 Consolidation Feasibility Study and Memorandum of Understanding for Cost-Sharing Agreement.  City Manager Anderson stated staff had been working to address concerns about 911, both relating to technology and performance.  Through that, a county-wide agreement for services was developed, and also an effort to look at new ways of providing 911 service.  The feasibility study would assess whether or not Lewis County could be better served by consolidating 
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with TCOMM (Thurston County Communications).  The cities of Centralia and Chehalis have been working with Riverside Fire Authority (RFA) and Lewis County on the feasibility study.  A scope of work was developed for a nation-wide search for a consultant.  The firm selected was DELTAWRX.  A recommendation to proceed with the study using DELTAWRX was being presented to the council, along with a cost sharing memorandum of understanding (MOU) between the four major partners.  The city’s equal share of the study was 26,730.50 ($24,230.50, plus a contingency of $2,500).  She stated a change to the proposed MOU was received by the county around 4:00 pm today.  The county requested that instead of making a full payment, the county will make monthly payments to the consultant.  City Manager Anderson expected the study to be completed by the end of the year.

Councilor Spahr moved to approve the Memorandum of Understanding for Cost Sharing Agreement to conduct a feasibility study of consolidating 911 services with TCOMM; to authorize the expenditure of up to $26,730.50 to fund the 9-1-1 regionalization feasibility study, which includes a contingency of $2,500; and to authorize the City Manager to execute documents related to the project, including the cost sharing MOU with Lewis County, City of Centralia, and RFA, including the change in the MOU relating to monthly payments to the county.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Taylor and carried unanimously.  

	7. Administration Reports.

a. City Manager Update.  City Manager Anderson welcomed Ted Hendershot as the city’s Interim Fire Chief.  She announced that Lewis County was now in phase 3 of the COVID reopening, so city offices have been opened back up to the public.  People are still encouraged to continue to call ahead to make sure that the appropriate staff are in the office or to save themselves a trip if services can be provided via email, by phone, or on-line.  Municipal Court and the Police Department will be open from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm during this transition time.  Staff is looking at July 15 for the grand opening of the Chehalis Sports Complex in anticipation of the county being in phase 4.  If the county was not in phase 4, adjustments will be made.  Penny Playground is coming along and the grand opening of that facility was being planned for mid-August.

Mayor Dawes asked about progress on the pool.  He asked staff to call the contractor to get the project completed.  Trent Lougheed stated three days of dry weather is needed prior to shooting quick crete onto the sides of the pool.  With significant rains this past Saturday, the contractor should be on site tomorrow at the earliest.

	7. Councilor Reports/Committee Updates.

	a. Councilor Lund.  Councilor Lund stated the Chehalis-Centralia Railroad startled last weekend.  Repairs to the steam engine are in the works.

	b. Councilor Taylor.  Councilor Taylor stated vehicle sales were doing okay.  The biggest problem was a shortage in the supply chain from manufacturers being shut down due to COVID.

	8. Executive Session.  Mayor Dawes announced the council would be in executive session pursuant to RCW 42.30.110(1)(b) – Selection of Site or Acquisition of Real Estate and RCW 42.30.110(1)(c) – Sale/Lease of Property, not to exceed 6:30 pm and there would be no action following conclusion of the executive session.  Mayor Dawes closed the regular meeting at 5:44 pm.  The executive session began at 5:45 pm.  Following conclusion of the executive session, the regular meeting was reopened at 6:30 pm and immediately adjourned.



								       ______________________________
									Dennis L. Dawes, Mayor



______________________________
Caryn Foley, City Clerk
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